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The Preferred Alternative will provide signalized cross streets for pedestrians and bicyclists to safely 
access either side of the parkway.  The Preferred Alternative will also be designed with designated bicycle 
lanes and a green space with a pedestrian pathway as part of the transportation corridor to safely 
accommodate bicyclists and pedestrians.  The City has determined that all build alternatives are consistent 
with the City Comprehensive Plan, the St. Lucie County Bicycle, Pedestrian, Greenways and Trails Master 
Plan, and the direction and intent of the City’s Land Development Regulations and policies of the 
Comprehensive Plan (Appendix A). 
 
The adopted (7-15-09) Transportation Element of the City Comprehensive Plan addresses the need for 
efficient emergency evacuation.  Since the coastal areas of Florida are prone to hurricane landfalls from 
June through November, evacuations could be needed as a result of an approaching hurricane.  In addition 
to the need for hurricane evacuation, there is the potential need for emergency evacuation associated with 
the St. Lucie Nuclear Power Plant (also known as the Hutchinson Island Nuclear Power Plant).  The plant, 
operated by Florida Power & Light (FPL), is located approximately 4.5 miles east of the study area on 
Hutchinson Island.  If a hurricane threatens the area or a nuclear accident occurs at the power plant, 
prompt and efficient evacuation may be necessary to ensure public safety.   
 
The City Comprehensive Plan identifies the critical emergency evacuation links in the coastal planning 
areas of the City as Indian River Drive/Walton Road, Port St. Lucie Boulevard, Prima Vista Boulevard, and 
the existing section of the Crosstown Parkway (Figure 2.2).  Port St. Lucie Boulevard and Prima Vista 
Boulevard provide the only east-west crossings of the NFSLR within the City to effectuate an evacuation.  
In addition to physical improvements to existing evacuation routes, the City Comprehensive Plan states 
that, “other means the City could pursue to reduce evacuation times include the development of additional 
roadways and bridges over the North Fork and Indian Rivers.” 
 
Development of one or more of the east-west corridors and river crossings will provide additional east-west 
thoroughfares and reduce evacuating traffic on existing east-west thoroughfares.  The Preferred Alternative 
is consistent with the City Comprehensive Plan with respect to emergency evacuation.  The project will 
provide an additional NFSLR crossing for emergency evacuation.  Also, the project will improve emergency 
evacuation along the existing NFSLR crossings (Prima Vista and Port St. Lucie Boulevards) by reducing 
the volume of vehicles, which improves the efficiency of their traffic carrying capacity.  Furthermore, the 
project will create a continuous east-west evacuation thoroughfare between I-95 to the west, and U.S. 1 to 
the east. 
 
The St. Lucie Medical Center is the main hospital in the City, and is located east of the intersection of U.S. 
1 and Tiffany Avenue/Lyngate Drive directly east of the project study area.  By 2037, travel time to the St. 
Lucie Medical Center was estimated to increase significantly in the No Build Alternative as compared to the 
Base (2008) year (ranging from an 8 to 40 percent increase in travel time depending on the path and the 
peak period).  The Preferred Alternative will improve the emergency response time as compared to the No 
Build Alternative.  
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2.3 Summary of Why This Project Is Needed 
 
The project is needed to address the existing traffic congestion within the City across the NFSLR and to prevent 
severe congestion in the future.  Currently, only two bridges within the City cross the NFSLR (Port St. Lucie 
Boulevard and Prima Vista Boulevard).  These bridges provide a vital link between the communities west 
and east of the river.  They are also the only means of east-west emergency evacuation of residents east of 
the NFSLR.  The analysis contained in this Environmental Impact Statement shows that, based on 
generalized LOS analyses, the existing traffic crossing the NFSLR exceeds the capacity of the two existing 
bridges.  Even with widening the existing two bridges combined with Transportation Systems Management 
and Multimodal Alternatives, both bridges would continue to operate beyond their projected traffic-carrying 
capacity [Section 3.2.3.4.1 (Widening of Existing Bridges – Additional Analysis)].  In addition, some 
intersections and segments operate below acceptable levels at critical times of the day.  Without the 
project, the level of traffic congestion is projected to worsen as the population grows.  Consequently, it is 
anticipated that mobility along the existing corridors would continue to degrade.  While not the primary 
purpose for the project, the project would also benefit public safety by providing an additional evacuation 
route across the NFSLR. 
 
 
 




