
Crosstown Parkway Extension PD&E Study and 
Environmental Impact Statement 

 
 

 
Final Environmental Impact Statement 4.1 June 2013 
  
 

4.0 AFFECTED ENVIRONMENT  
 
The Affected Environment section provides a description of the existing environmental 
resources in and around the project area that would potentially be affected for the 
alternatives under consideration, including the Preferred Alternative.  This section 
describes baseline conditions of relevant resources and provides a basis of 
comparison to determine the potential environmental consequences of the proposed 
project alternatives on these baseline conditions.  This section includes the items and 
order required in Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) Part 1, Chapter 8 of 
the Project Development and Environment Manual (PD&E Manual).  Specifically, the 
Affected Environment section contains three general categories: Social and 
Economic Resources, Cultural and Historic Resources, and Natural and Physical 
Resources.  Individual resources (e.g., wetlands, archaeological, and floodplains) 
are subsections of these three general categories.  Each of these categories and 
subcategories, and the specific impacts of the Preferred Alternative (Alternative 1C) 
are discussed in the same order in Section 5.0 (Environmental Consequences). 
 
4.1 Social and Economic Resources 
 
4.1.1 Sociocultural Effects Evaluation 
 
A number of federal statutes, regulations, policies, technical advisories and Executive 
Orders support and implement the National Environmental Policy Act of 1969 (NEPA) 
to evaluate the social and cultural effects of transportation projects.  Executive Order 
(EO) 12898, Federal Actions to Address Environmental Justice in Minority and Low-
Income Populations, requires all federal agencies to identify and address 
disproportionate and adverse human health or environmental effects of their programs, 
policies, and activities on minority and low-income populations.  EO 12898 also directs 
federal agencies to incorporate environmental justice into their overall missions by 
conducting their programs and activities in a manner that provides minority and low-
income populations an opportunity to participate in agency programs and decisions.  
EO 12898 relates to the requirements in Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 (Title 
VI), NEPA, the Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Act [49 
Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) Part 24], and other applicable statutes and 
regulations.  Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and other federal and state 
nondiscrimination laws provide that no person will, on the grounds of race, color, 
religion, sex, national origin, marital status, disability, or family status, be excluded 
from participation in, be denied the benefits of, or be otherwise subject to 
discrimination under any program of the federal, state, or local government.  Title VIII 
of the 1968 Civil Rights Act guarantees each person equal opportunity in housing.  
U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) Order 5610.2, Environmental Justice in 
Minority Populations and Low-Income Populations, was issued to implement EO 12898. 
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The purpose of the SCE Evaluation is to characterize the human environment within the project area.  The 
SCE study area intersects seven census tracts (Figure 4.3).  However, the build alternatives, including the 
Preferred Alternative, lie within Census Tracts 20.01, 20.02, and 20.03.  In addition to the demographic 
information collected from census data, personal interaction of project team members with the community 
assisted in determining potential impacts of the project on elderly, handicapped, and minority populations.  
For example, a series of public meetings were held, which provided the project team with an opportunity to 
interact with those residents within the project area and to identify if any disadvantaged groups (or 
representatives of such groups) reside in the study area, and/or if the residents present at those meetings 
had concerns about impacts that the project may have on any disadvantaged populations that might reside 
in the project area.  Those meetings included the following:  

 

• Corridor Public Kick-off Meeting – June 5, 2003; 
• La Buona Vita Homeowners Meeting – April 19, 

2004; 
• Homeowners Meeting – April 22, 2004;  
• Citizens Discussion Group Meeting – January 

26, 2005; 
• Public Meeting – March 23, 2005; 
• Public Kick-off Meeting – July 10, 2008; 
• Cul-de-sac Meeting – April 28, 2009;  
• Alternatives Public Workshop – June 4, 2009; 
• Public Hearing –- September 22, 2011.  

 
Information including meeting minutes and comments received from these meetings can be found in 
Section 8.0 (Comments and Coordination) and Appendix I.  Site visits and observations within the study 
area have been conducted throughout the course of the project (since 2003) to collect existing data about 
the study area.  
 
Demographic data describe the community's population and describe population size, gender, age 
composition, ethnic backgrounds, household characteristics, and geographic distribution.  The technical 
support document titled Sociocultural Effects Report, and Section 5.1.1 (Sociocultural Effects Evaluation) of 
this EIS, presents a breakdown of the demographic characteristics of the study area by census tract, as 
well as a comparison of the demographic impacts for each alternative for each census tract.  
 
The census data show a difference in demographic structure between the communities east and west of 
the NFSLR.  The communities on the west side of the River (Census Tracts 20.02 and 20.03); appear to be 
somewhat more affluent (over 103 percent of the median family income for the County) and on average, 
more mobile (approximately 20 percent of the households have more than three vehicles per household 
versus less than 15 percent on the east side).  Most live in owner-occupied single-family homes that are 
over 104 percent of the median home value for the County.   

Photo 4.1  Alternatives Public Workshop 
June 4, 2009 




